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* longitudinally slotted sleeve, first and second tubing I ngths defining overlapping 
^) I longitudinal slots. In use, the tubing lengths are radially expandable by deformation of 
fingers of material wher adjacent circumferentially spaced slots overlap, and 
* connecting means foF connecting the si ve to the ends of the tubing lengths. 

Please replace paragraph 19 of the substitute specification with the following 
paragraph; 



f 



aquU [0019] The sleeve may be in the form of longitudinally extending strips of metaL Most 
' - preferably, the strips are rectilinear. On expansion, the strips of the sleeve move 



radially outwardly and separate circumferentially. Initially, that is prior to expansion, the 
strips may be circumferentially connected, by frangible links 119 such as wire, webs of 
material or one or more welds, to facilitate sleeve handling. 



Please replace paragraph 31 of the substitute specification with the following 
paragraph: 



t \® [0031] From the above description it will be apparent to those of skill in the art that the 
assembly 14 provides a convenient means for connecting expandable tubing lengths. It 
is recognized that, for some applications, users may prefer to Include coupling means 
between the connector end portions and the tubing lengths in addition to the thread 
connection, and in such cases screws, rivets, pins or the like may be provided to extend 
between the end portions 20, 21 and the tubing lengths 24, 25. 



Please replace paragraph 32 of the substitute specification with the following 
paragraph: 

[0032] Reference is now made to Figures 3 and 4 of the drawings which will illustrate 
an arrangement 50 for connecting first and second lengths 52, 54 of expandable tubing 
\ utilizing ah expandable sleeve 56 secured to the ends of the tubing lengths 52, 54 by 
screws 58. The tubing walls 60. 61 and the sleeve wall 62 define overlapping 
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longitudinal slots 64, 65, 66. Expansion of the tubing lengths 52, 54 and the sleeve 56 is 
accommodated by deformation of fingers of material 68, 69, 70 where the slots 64. 65, 
66 overlap, and following deformation the slots 64, 65, 66 define diamond-shaped 
apertures. During expansion ther is little or no d formation of the nodes 72, 73, 74 
between the longitudinally spaced slots 64, 65, 66, and the screws 58 pass through 
bores in the endmost nodes 72, 73, 74 of the tubing lengths 52, 54 and the sleeve 56. at 
the ends of the tubing lengths 52, 54 and sleeve 56. Thus, the endmost deformable 
fingers 68, 69 of the tubing lengths 52, 54 are axially spaced from the endmost fingers 
70 of the sleeve 56. 

Please replace paragraph 33 of the substitute specification with the following 
paragraph: 

[0033] In use, the tubing lengths 52, 54 and sleeve 56 are shipped in disassembled 
form. The tubing lengths 52, 54 are made up on surface as the tubing is fed into the 
bore in which the tubing is to be utilized. In particular, the ends of the tubing lengths 52, 
54 are located in the respective ends of the sleeve 56. The screws 58 are then located 
and tightened in the screw bores. A number of tubing lengths are made up to provide 
the desired length of tubing and the assembled tubing run into the bore. On reaching 
the desired location downhole, the tubing is anchored in place, and an expansion cone 
then pushed or pulled through the tubing. The cone expands the tubing length 52, 54 
radially outwards such that, as mentioned above, the slots 64, 65, 66 become diamond- 
shaped, with the expansion being accommodated by deformation of the fingers 68, 69, 
70. The sleeve 56 deforms in a similar manner to the tubing lengths 52, 54. On moving 
through the arrangement 50, the expansion cone deforms, in turn, the endmost fingers 
68 of the first tubing length 52, the fingers 70a at the first end of the sleeve 56, the 
fingers 70b at the second end of the sleeve 56, and finally the endmost fingers 69 of the 
second tubing length 54. 
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